
 

Busy Times at Amherst Cove Consolidated 

It’s been a jam-packed beginning to our school year. Please read on for updates on 

several past, ongoing, and new initiatives in our school. Glad that you are along with us 

for the ride! 

 

Indigo Adopt A School  

Our students and staff were simply 

overjoyed at seeing the response that we 

received from both our Amherst Cove family and the extended community as we vied 

for a share of the thousands of dollars of library books that Indigo is giving away 

through this promotion. Despite being a smaller school on PEI, we managed to end up 

in third place in this online voting contest. We are still awaiting official word from 

Indigo, expected by the end of the week, but it looks as though we may be on our way 

to receiving five thousand dollars worth of new library books in addition to the 153 

books that were also purchased by our supporters via online donations. Thanks to Mr. Q 

for enrolling our school in this program and all of his hard work in stirring up support. 

We also offered to build and donate buddy benches to other schools for supporting us. 

The schools were selected by a draw and the winners were Westwood Primary and 

Greenfield Elementary. We’ll be building those in the near future, including one for our 

own playground. Special thanks to students Aliya and Cruz for their voiceover work on 

a video that explains the idea behind the Buddy Bench. If you have not already watched 

it, search “ACC Students Explain the Buddy Bench” on YouTube. 

 

Brrrr!! Throughout the day, our students are outside for 45 

minutes plus any additional time before school begins. Living so 

close to the coast, our playground is often bombarded by winds 

that are much stronger than other areas and temperatures feel that 

much colder. Wearing warm, wind-proof clothing is very 

important, along with a hat and mitts/gloves. Thanks for ensuring 

that students remember to bring  these items each day.  

 

Provincial Assessments 

Obviously, the main reason that we are here is to help provide our students with a 

quality education. Language arts and math are two very important pieces of that. 

Provincial assessment results for both Grade 3 and Grade 6 Math and Language Arts 

(2014-2015 school year) are about to be released. Although they simply represent the 

students’ success on one particular assessment on one particular day (or few days), it is 

encouraging to see that they have done very well again this year. We congratulate our 

students for their hard work and performance. 
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Upcoming Dates 

Oct 22-23 Annual Convention 

  No Classes 

Oct 29 Jersey/Hat Day 

Oct 31 Pancake Breakfast 

  Fundraiser 

Nov 6 PD Day 

  No Classes 

Nov 9 Picture Retake Day 

Nov 9  Remembrance Day 

  Assembly (1pm) 

Nov 11 Remembrance Day 

  No School 

Nov 16 First Report Cards 

Nov 19 Evening PT  

  Interviews 

Nov 20 Daytime PT  

  Interviews 

  No Classes 

Dec 4 PD Day 

  No Classes 

Dec 18 ACC Concert (1pm) 

Dec 22 Last School Day of 

  2015 

Jan 4 First School Day of 

  2016 
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School Effectiveness 

Each school within the ELSB takes part in a process of examining school-level and provincial data to target an area of 

growth. Last year we recognized that many of our students struggled slightly more with writing conventions (spelling, 

punctuation, paragraphing, etc.) than they did with other components of writing. As a result, we established a three-year 

goal to focus on conventions. We chose three years as our time period so that we could measure their growth using the 

provincial assessments. Each student completes these assessments in Grades 3, 6, and 9. We used the 2013-2014 

provincial assessment data as our baseline and will be able to see how much these same students improve (hopefully) 

whenever they write their next provincial assessment in 2016-2017. Along the way, we will focus instructional strategies 

on these areas and use in-school measures to gauge how they are doing and adjust our instruction. Early indicators suggest 

that we are making progress.  

 

This year, in addition to continuing on this three-year conventions journey, we will also be focusing on inferential 

questioning. These are the “reading between the lines” type of questions. At young ages, it may refer to a student’s ability 

to gather information from a picture that accompanies a story. As students age, they may be expected to determine or 

predict certain aspects of a story based on details that may have been alluded to in the text but not directly explained in 

detail. 

 

Verbal Abuse Prevention Week  

This week has been an annual event in PEI schools since 1998 when a family in Kings County wanted to draw attention to 

the harmful effects of verbal abuse. Our students recently participated in this event as it is held during the first full week 

of October. The theme was "THINK Before You Speak."   Ask yourself: Is it True?  Is it Helpful?  Is it Inspiring? Is 

it Necessary?  Is it Kind?  If the answer is NO to any of the questions, then it would be best not to say it out loud. Words 

are powerful, so choose them wisely. Kudos to Ms. Noonan and our leadership students who helped to facilitate this 

week’s activities as well as a sincere thank you to our students for choosing their words wisely! 

 

Helping out a Former Staff Member 

Long-time ACC teacher, Mr. Richard Pettipas, is currently undergoing extensive 

treatment for a recent diagnosis of bone cancer. Those of you that remember Mr. P, know 

that he gave tirelessly to our school for many years, heavily involved in sports, student 

travel, and other activities. Now it’s our turn to give back and we have undertaken a few 

activities to help raise funds to offset his medical related costs. On Thursday, October 

29th, we are encouraging students to wear a hat or their favourite jersey (or both) to show 

their support of Mr. P. and all proceeds of Goji’s sales from that day will be donated to 

the cause. What a great excuse to have a tasty, frozen treat! On Saturday, October 31st, we 

are hosting a pancake breakfast from 9-11am at our school. Tickets are only $5. We are 

also putting together a gift basket of products that will be raffled off. Thank you to all the 

businesses and individuals that have donated money or products towards these two 

initiatives. Their support has gone a long way to ensuring these will be successful fundraisers. Tickets for the basket can 

be purchased at the school for just $2 or 3 for $5. The value of the basket continues to grow but is currently over $300. 

The draw will take place on Friday, Nov. 20th.  

 

Remembrance Day Assembly  

ACC will host their annual Remembrance Day Assembly on Monday, November 9th  at 1:00 pm. Performances will 

include the Grade 7-8 Band and the Choral Ensemble, as well as readings by ACC students. The public is welcome to 

attend to help us honour these worthy heroes. 

 



Online Food Orders 

We are very excited about moving to an online system to manage the monthly food orders. The system is now widely 

used across PEI, including Englewood, Parkside, and Queen Elizabeth Elementary. It has many advantages over the 

previous paper order forms. These include:  

 most importantly, no loss of instructional time as teachers and other staff were spending a considerable amount of 

time collecting, verifying and tabulating monthly orders with our previous method. 

 the ability of parents to order in two-week blocks so if they miss a deadline, they do not have to wait a full month. 

 the ability of parents to order for several weeks, months, or even the entire school year all at once. 

 not needing to worry that the food order or money gets misplaced on the way to school. 

 not having to scramble to find the correct change to send to school. 

 the ability of parents to pay through a PayPal account or their credit card. 

 being able to log in to the system anytime to remind yourself of what you ordered. 

 receiving weekly email reminders of what you have ordered (you can opt out of this feature). 

 allowing us to offer more food choices - we hesitated to do this previously because the old method was already 

very time consuming without making it more complicated. 

 the ability to offer parents the option to pay school supply fees or other fees directly online in the future. 

 

It’s very simple to get started. Just visit acc.hotlunches.net and click to register. You will be prompted for an access code 

for our school. It is ACHL (all caps). You will then be asked to register as a parent, fill in information to register your 

child(ren), and select their homerooms from the list. Due to privacy issues, we are not able to preload the students on the 

website but you will need to complete that step just once. After that process, you can go ahead and complete your order. 

Orders are set up to be completed on a two-week basis but we have the whole year’s menus loaded into the system so feel 

free to order several weeks or months at once. The deadline for ordering is midnight on the Sunday before that two week 

period begins. We will no longer be sending home paper order forms for monthly orders. All orders must be completed 

using acc.hotlunches.net. Payment can be made by Paypal (linked to your bank account or credit card) or by a credit card. 

The system is very safe and secure. We have had a few parents preview the site and the feedback has been positive. 

Though we want to completely automate the ordering of food, if you have a valid reason that you cannot pay with Paypal 

or a credit card, please contact the school and we will try to work out a payment method that works for you. However, 

even in those cases it will be the parent’s responsibility to complete the online selection of food items. There is no 

additional cost to the parents; the school has decided to absorb the service fees associated with Paypal and credit card 

payments in exchange for the convenience of this new system. Note that Gojis are listed as an item that can be 

preordered/paid on Thursdays but students will still be able to bring in $2.50 to buy a Goji on those days and purchase it 

from the school canteen. Please see the enclosed document with further instructions from HotLunches.net and feel free to 

contact us if you have any questions. The first deadline is Sunday, November 1st. 

 

BREAKFAST PROGRAM NEWS: 

Our weekly breakfast program is off to an amazing start. Healthy breakfasts are being served to smiling faces every 

Tuesday!  Many thanks to our dedicated morning volunteers & parent shoppers who keep the kitchen stocked!  

"Tips for Toast" on the previous monthly food orders has a big impact on the program from month to month & is greatly 

appreciated. The new online food ordering system has a Tips for Toast donation option built into the last day of each 

ordering period and we are hopeful for your continued support. Thank you ACC parents!  

We are kicking off a new initiative this month, the ACC healthy snack program. All students will be treated every few 

weeks to healthy recess snacks from the oh-so-delicious, Scapes Restaurant located here in Borden-Carleton. A big thank 

you to the PEI Healthy Eating Alliance & Chef Sarah Bennetto O'Brien for making morning recess a whole lot tastier! 



A HUGE thank you to Glen & Marlene MacWilliams, organizers of the annual Gateway Days co-ed softball tournament, 

who generously donated ALL of the tournament registration fees to our breakfast program. Your thoughtfulness is very 

much appreciated!  

Thank you to the following local businesses for their continued support: The PEI Healthy Eating Alliance, The Borden-

Carleton Fire Department, The Town of Borden-Carleton, Master Packaging, Jennifer & Kyle Murray’s U-Pick Blueberry 

Farm, The Borden-Carleton Royal Canadian Legion, Scapes Restaurant, Dunster’s Bakery, Paper Swag Wedding 

Stationery & Sears Summerside.  

We are looking for a few volunteers to lend a hand on Tuesday mornings in the new year, it is a one hour commitment 

from 7:30-8:30am.  Please contact the program coordinator, Robyn Walsh-MacKay if you are available to fill a spot. It's a 

great way to start your day! 

 

Home and School News 

Our Home and School has recently undertaken a new fundraiser, a 

“Chase the Ace” draw. These draws are similar to a regular 50/50 

draw, but with a twist. Because of how the prize is awarded, it might 

better be called a 20/30/50 draw. Each Thursday, from 7-8pm in the 

school gym, the Home and School is selling numbered tickets and if 

your ticket is drawn (draw takes place approximately 8:15pm)  you 

automatically win 20% of that week’s sales. You also get the chance 

to select a card from a deck, hoping to find the Ace of Spades. If you select the Ace of Spades, then you get the other 30% 

of the week’s sales, plus any money that has built up in the jackpot. If you don’t draw the ace of spades, the 30% goes into 

the jackpot for the next week’s draw. Each week there is one less card in the deck so your chances of drawing the ace of 

spades increases. The jackpot continues to grow each week until someone finally selects the ace of spades and that is why 

similar draws have grown to enormous amounts of winnings. Unlike Gold Rush type draws, you can join the draw during 

any week. You do not have to be in right from the start. As an extra incentive, they are offering a TEN THOUSAND 

DOLLAR bonus to anyone that is lucky enough to select the Ace of Spades during the draw’s first three weeks. With just 

one week gone, there are still two chances to win this extra money! What a great way to get your Christmas savings fund 

in good shape! With this extra money, the potential jackpot for the next draw (Thursday, Oct. 22) is over $10220.50. For 

more details, you can visit the draw’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ACCHSChaseTheAce. 

  

Kindergarten Registration for the 2016-2017 School Year 

Parents are asked to register their children for Kindergarten “prior to” or during the week of November 16-20, 2015. 

 Children must be 5 years old by December 31, 2016 in order to be eligible for Kindergarten.  

 Parents are asked to register their child at his/her local elementary school during school hours.  If you are unsure 

of your school zone, please call the Stratford Office (902-368-6990) or Summerside Office (902-888-8400).  Toll 

Free 1-800-280-7965. 

 A registration form will be completed at the time of registration. 

 Parents are reminded to bring two pieces of information which verify proof of child’s age:  

 birth certificate  

 PEI health card 

 Verification of home address must also be provided, such as current utility bill. 

 Welcome to Kindergarten sessions for incoming students and their parents will be held at schools in the Spring of 

2016. 

Home of the Seadogs! 

http://www.facebook.com/ACCHSChaseTheAce

