
 

 

 

Welcome! 

With a handful of days 

already behind us, the 

school year is off to a 

great start. Though we 

will certainly miss our 

class of 2017 students as 

they continue their 

education at KRHS, we 

are excited to welcome over twenty new students to our building, some beginning 

Kindergarten and others having moved into the area over the summer months. We 

look forward to a great year full of memories and learning. 

The Staff of Amherst Cove Consolidated 

 

Our ACC Staff 

Randy Gallant – Principal, Grade 7 Math, Industrial Arts 

Paul Quinlan – Vice Principal, Grades 4 & 8 Math, Library 

Cherisse Bryanton – Kindergarten 

Karen Thompson – Grade 1 Homeroom 

Paula Cox – Grade 2/3 Homeroom (Grade 2 Math) 

Kari Mullins – Grade 3/4 Homeroom (Grade 3 Math) 

Angela Toombs – Grade 5/6 Homeroom, Grade 7 Health 

Jonathan Martin –Physical Education, Grade 7 & 8 Science and Social Studies 

Grainne Howman – Music/Band, Grade 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Lindsay Ramsay – Core French, Resource, Grade 8 Health 

Maribeth Noonan – Counsellor, Home Economics 

Erith McLellan – Reading Recovery, Resource 

Adele Ryan – Educational Assistant 

Debbe Hinchey-Bridges – Educational Assistant 

Brenda Ranahan – Administrative Assistant 

Joan Roberts – Custodian 

Jay McAvinn – Custodian 

Ralph Coughlin – Bus Driver 

Marilyn MacGuire – Bus Driver 

Charlie Wood – Bus Driver 

 

The Seadog Report 

September 2017 
Upcoming Dates 

Sept 15 Terry Fox Walk 

Sept 25 Lockdown Drill 

Oct 6 Professional 

Development Day (no 

classes) 

Oct 9 Thanksgiving Day 

  (no school) 

Oct 19-20 PEITF/CUPE 

Convention 

  (No Classes) 

Oct 27 School Photos 

Nov 3 Professional 

Development Day (no 

classes) 

Nov 13 Holiday In lieu of 

Remembrance Day 

  (no school) 

Nov 16 Evening PT Interviews 

Nov 17 Daytime PT Interviews 

  (no classes)  

Nov 22 Photo Retakes 

Dec 15 ACC Concert (1:00pm) 

Dec 22 Last Day of Classes for 

2017 

Jan 3 First Day of Classes for 

2018 
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Student Safety 

In order to help us ensure the safety of our students/your children, we stress your cooperation in a few key areas.  

1. Like many schools in the province, ACC is a nut free zone. We have multiple students with life-threatening 

allergies to peanuts and tree nuts. The presence of these products could have severe consequences for these students and 

we appreciate your continued cooperation. The PSB nut-free policy also extends to peanut butter substitutes such as Wow 

Butter. These substitutes smell and taste so much like the real thing that they can cause a stress-induced reaction in 

allergic children that is similar to the reaction that they would have with real nuts. We have also adopted a policy of not 

allowing food (like birthday cakes, treats, etc.) be brought in to share with the class. This helps us alleviate concerns about 

possible allergy issues and also addresses the fact that several other children have intolerances (gluten, dairy, etc.) and 

could feel excluded on these occasions. 

2. Bus passes are a requirement for all travel on buses that is different from the normal destination for your child. If 

your son or daughter is travelling home to a different destination, or with a different person, than they normally do, please 

provide written/signed instructions to the homeroom teacher. It is also beneficial if you ask your child to bring it to the 

attention of the teacher as early as possible so the note is not overlooked. We do realize that situations arise that may 

require a last minute change of plans. In those cases please call the office as soon as possible. Please note that the bus pass 

requirement also extends to mornings. If your child is at a sleepover or other stop in the morning, they require a bus pass 

to board the bus in the morning. This is PSB policy even though in the past it may not have always been enforced 

regularly. If you know that your child will be at a different stop in the morning, please write a note the day before to get a 

bus pass.  

3.  All school visitors must visit the office upon entering the school. If you need to contact your child, we can call 

him or her to the office to meet you. If you are dropping something off for them, you can leave it in the office and we can 

deliver it at a time when it does not interrupt their instructional time. In the morning and at the end of the day parents are 

asked not to accompany their children all the way down to their classroom. Hallways are often congested at these times of 

day and we want to limit the number of people just to those that have to be there. Most importantly, it helps us protect the 

privacy and safety of all of our students/your children. 

4. If you are dropping off or picking up a student at school, please do not use the bus parking lot in the morning nor 

in the afternoon (except after the buses have already left the parking lot). When you drive within our parking lots, please 

be extra vigilant for children that may be walking through that area. When possible, if you are stopping to pick up a child, 

please do so in such a way that you do not have to reverse when pedestrians may be present. 

 

You talked, we listened… 

Thank you for your feedback via the “OurSchool” surveys completed in the spring. 

Your choices and comments have, in many cases, helped us see what we are doing 

great but they have also suggested things that we could try to improve on. 

 

We heard that we sometimes drop the ball on communication of upcoming events 

and to this end, we are striving to make much better use of our online Google 

Calendar. You can see upcoming events on the sidebar of our homepage (www. 

amherstcoveconsolidated.wordpress.com) or click on the menu along the top to see 

the whole calendar. At times, believe it or not (wink, wink) we pass out memos that 

never make it home to all families…whenever possible we also post this 

information to our school webpage and our school’s Facebook page. We realize that 

not everyone is on Facebook but for those that are, those posts are often seen quicker than going to visit our homepage so 

we will continue to do both. 

 

We also heard that you may like to see more healthy alternatives offered in our lunch program. We are certainly open to 

changes, both major and minor. This topic will be discussed in more detail at our first Home and School meeting so if you 

have any constructive input, please plan to attend. 



 

Hot Lunches 

Once again we will use the Hot 

Lunches website to order food 

and milk. Payments can be made 

by Paypal or credit card. In cases 

where this is not possible, please 

contact us for alternative payment 

methods. We add a very small 

“service charge” to each entree to 

cover the costs of using online 

ordering. If you are new to Hot 

Lunches, please see the 

information below to get started.  

 

Hot Lunches Access Information 

 Go to www.acc.hotlunches.net 

 Click on "Click Here to Register" 

 Enter Access Code ACHL (must be in all caps) 

 Complete the rest of the registration form.  (Including your email address will ensure you receive  reminder emails 

about hot lunch order deadlines, and your child's hot lunch order for the upcoming week) 

 Click the "Register Now" button at the bottom 

 Follow the instructions to add each child in your family who attends our school 

 Once your child(ren) is/are registered, click on "Orders" 

 Proceed to order hot lunch for your child(ren) 

**Please Note:  Should you experience any issues with your PayPal account, you must contact PayPal directly to solve 

the issue. 

 

Junior High Lunch and Snack 

Since the junior high students eat their snack at recess time outside, we encourage them to pack a grab-and-go type of 

snack as taking their whole lunch bag outdoors is not very practical. 

 

School Supply Fees for Grades K-6 

We will be sending out written reminders to those that haven’t paid fees in case you are unsure. The fee amount is $45 

which is $40 for supplies and an additional $5 for a student agenda. Thank you for your prompt attention in ensuring that 

they are paid in full. 

 

Home/School Communication 

You, the parents and guardians, are a very important partner in your child’s education. We will publish a monthly 

newsletter to inform you of school events and, as usual, you will be invited to two scheduled parent-teacher interviews 

during the school year. If you ever have any questions, comments, or concerns, you can reach our staff by telephone 

during regular school hours or through email. There are links on our school webpage to each staff member’s email 

address. Because of work commitments, the staff member may not be able to return your call or email right away but they 

will get back to you as soon as they can respond effectively. If your message is of an urgent matter, such as a change in 

dismissal plans for that day, please do not convey the message through email as it may not be seen in time. In the 

unfortunate incident that you have a concern, please communicate first with the staff member most directly involved to 

see if the issue can be resolved without going any further. We appreciate your understanding and patience. 

 



Students Achieve Software and Google Classroom 

Junior high teachers across the province use an online, secure website to keep students as well as their parents/guardians 

up-to-date on the students’ workload and progress. Teachers will post dates/details of upcoming assignments and tests and 

they will also record marks shortly after the assessments occur. This will allow you to have a better idea of your child’s 

progress without having to wait for parent teacher interviews. If you do not already have a Students Achieve log in, please 

contact the school. You can find a link to the site at our own school website. You may also find that some of your child’s 

teachers use Google Classroom to facilitate the course. Your child or child’s teacher can help provide you with 

information on this portal.  

 

Home and School (Meeting Date Changed from what was announced at the Open House) 

Parents and guardians play a huge role in their children’s education. The Home and School Association is a great way to 

get involved and have input into what happens here at ACC. The first meeting of this year’s group (and you are all 

invited) is Tuesday, September 26th, at 6:30pm in the school library. Hope to see you there! 

 

ACC Breakfast Program 

The Breakfast Program will begin Tuesday, September 26. All students are welcome to pick up breakfast at 8:30am every 

Tuesday. Nutritious breakfast items will be available to all students each week. Many, many thanks to our community 

sponsors and our dedicated team of volunteers for making this program a continued success. It takes a village!" Please 

contact Robyn Walsh-McKay if you would be interested in volunteering. 

 

Terry Fox Walk 

Students and staff will be walking outdoors around the track 

on the afternoon of Friday, Sept. 15th in honour of Terry Fox. 

Participants are encouraged to make a small monetary 

donation ($1, $2, or whatever you choose) that will be 

donated to support Cancer Research. Thank you in advance 

for your support!  

 

ACC ROCKS! 

Our ACC Seadogs are starting a rockband and we need your 

help. We are in search of a few electric guitars and guitar 

amps. We figure you may be one of the many, many people that bought a guitar years ago with great plans to learn but 

alas, time has passed and the guitar does nothing but collect dust. So why not give it a shot at stardom in the hands of a 

younger musician here at ACC. Give us a shout if you’ve got something to donate – it would be much appreciated and 

enjoyed! 

 

Tiptoeing Through The Tulips   

This year’s Fundraising committee is ready to get the ball rolling to increase our school funds, which we use to help 

operate our extracurricular programs as well as enhance our curricular programming!  

This year’s fall initiative has families selling products through the Vesey’s Fundraising Program and will have us 

tiptoeing through the tulips.  There are awesome bundles of flower bulbs pre-packaged by colour (with a free plastic tote), 

as well as the ever favourite Christmas wrapping and even some quality garden tools. 

Please record all sales on the order forms (more forms are available at the office if needed). Make out cheques to Amherst 

Cove School). Return all monies with the forms to Homeroom teachers by Monday, September 25th. Have fun and please 

help us reach our goal! 

 

Home of the Seadogs! 


